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Approximately 350 miles from Lexington, KY, USA to Amherstburg, Ontario, 
Canada. 
Approximately 495 miles from Lexington, KY, USA to Chatham-Kent, Ontario, 
Canada.
Approximately 1,489 miles from Lexington, KY to Haiti.
FREEDOM LANDS NORTH & SOUTH
• Escaping slavery was more than freedom, it was about putting 
down roots, creating a community, raising a family. It was an 
investment.
• One of the two early settlements by escaped slaves from Kentucky 
was Kentucky, Canada, established around 1816 in Amherstburg, 
Ontario, Canada.
• An earlier settlement was visited in 1817, were about 150 escaped 
slaves from Kentucky had formed a town (no name) near 
Amherstburg, Ontario, Canada. They had purchased the land. 
• There was another settlement around 1860 called New Kentucky, 
in New Chatham, Ontario, Canada.
• Not everyone was going north. Kentuckians were among the 
freemen/escaped slaves who had been taken to Samana Bay, 
Haitian Republic where they formed a free colony in 1824.
*
BACK TO AFRICA
• Clay, Kentucky is one of the communities formed by African 
Americans who were sent to live in Liberia, Africa by the Kentucky 
Colonization Society, starting in 1828.
• 6th Vice President of Liberia, James M. Priest (d.1883), from Fort 
Logan, KY.
• 10th Vice President, then became President of Liberia, Alfred Francis 
Russell (1821-1884), from Bourbon County, KY.
• 13th President of Liberia, David Coleman (1842-1908), born in 
Lexington, KY. 
• 15th President of Liberia, Arthur Barclay (1854-1938), parents came 
from Frankfort, KY.
• 17th President of Liberia, Edwin J. Barclay (d.1894), grandparents 
came from Frankfort, KY.
FREEDOM LANDS OUT WEST
• In 1849, 40 free African Americans from Virginia and Kentucky formed 
a community in St. Paul, Minnesota Territory.
• In 1850, Joe Penny, a former slave from Kentucky, founded Pennytown
near Marshall, MO. 
• In 1860 Garden of Eden (Fort Worth), Texas was formed by free African 
Americans from Kentucky and Tennessee.
• In 1865, 15% of the African Americans in Kansas were from Kentucky.
• In 1867, James Shankle and his wife Winnie founded the town of 
Shankleville, Texas.
• In 1877, the town of Nicodemus, Kansas was founded by African 
Americans from mainly Kentucky, and to a lesser degree, from 
Tennessee. At one point, there were more than 600 persons in the 
town. 
• In 1890, Allen Allensworth from Louisville, KY formed the town of 
Allensworth in California.
• In 1897, 50 African Americans from Kentucky joined others who had 
formed the community of Fergus Falls, Minnesota.
• In 1899, John Henry Hoard left Kentucky for Oklahoma and founded 
the community of Hoardsville (Okmulgee). 
• In 1913, Junius G. Groves, the “Potato King of the World”, founded the 
community of Groves Center, Kansas.
FREEDOM LANDS IN KENTUCKY
• Prior to her death in 1844, slave owner Jane 
Anderson Meaux formed Meaux Settlement in 
Anderson County, KY. Per her instructions, after her 
death, all who agreed to migrate to Liberia, Africa, 
would be freed. Those who did not want to go were 
to remain enslaved.
• Salsbury Free Negro Settlement in Muhlenberg, KY 
was established prior to 1860. The land belonged to 
the former slaves, those who did not immigrate to 
Liberia, Africa.
• In 1866, Ezekiel and Patsy Ann Coe purchased land 
on Coe Ridge in Cumberland County, KY. Community 
existed for almost a century.
• Also, prior to the end of slavery in Kentucky, Sally 
and Peter Board formed the free community of 
Petersburg in Fort Harrod, KY. When slavery ended, 
the entire community moved to Morton City, Kansas 
in 1878.
GOING UP NORTH 
• Colonization Conspiracy in East St. Louis, IL, just prior 
to the Race Riots of 1917. Said that Republicans were 
colonizing Negroes from the South (including 
Kentucky) to increase the power of the GOP.
• “Kentucky Colonies” - a group of Kentuckians living in 
a particular area outside the state of Kentucky. The 
most noted Colored Colony from Kentucky was in 
Washington, D.C.
• Kentucky District in Detroit, MI, was named for the 
great number of African Americans who had migrated 
from Kentucky. Migration started before the end of 
slavery; in 1860 almost two-thirds of the African 
American females living as domestics with white 
families were from Kentucky. 
DATA FROM THE U.S. CENSUS BUREAU
• By 1910, most of the African Americans who had left Kentucky had migrated to an adjoining state. Very, very, very few 
African Americans were moving into Kentucky. The incoming numbers per state were few for the majority of states, with 
Tennessee being the leading state for the in migration of African Americans between 1910 and 1930.
OUT MIGRATION
1910 1920 1930
Ohio 18,835 24,595 27,177
Indiana 20,756 24,182 25,317
Illinois 13,314 16,470 17,280
IN MIGRATION
Tennessee  15,672 16,126 16,752
1910 Census: Volume 1. Population, General Report and Analysis. Chapter 6. State of Birth of the Native Population. 
Native Negro Population Classified According to Division and State in Which Born. Table 37. P.743.
1920 Census: Volume 2. Population, General Report and Analytical Tables. Chapter 5. State of Birth of the Native 
Population. Table 19. Native Negro Population of Each Division and Each State by Division and State of Birth. P.639.
1930 Census: Volume 2. Population, General Report, Statistics by Subject. Chapter 4. State of Birth of the Native 
Population. Table 23. Native Negro Population of Each Division and State, By Division and State of Birth. P.166.
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